Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

ductlon at the beginning of the war exceeded
that of all other nations. In America this
development was the result: of conditions and
circumstances none of which were inimical to the
peace and safety of the world, but in Germany
it seems to have been brought; about as a part
of the long planned ambition to extend Gorman
power and influence by the sword. Until
the forcible annexation of Alsace-Lorraine, Ger-
many had but; little iron ore, and even the mines
of that stolen territory did not meet her needs at
the beginning of the World War, In 1913 she
imported from France, Sweden and Spain more
than 12,000,000 tons of iron ore. Her produc-
tion of pig iron in 1913 (figures for that year
alone being available) was 19,004,022 tons,
With this, and the added pig iron output of
Austria-Hungary for that year, Germany entered
the war with an annual productive capacity of
21,339,192 tons of Iron*

The annual iron production of England,
France,, Belgium and Russia during 1913 was
.22,502,819 tons, and, considering the relatively
large proportion of unrefined iron consumed
by certain industries in Belgium, it is safe to
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